Familial ileal perforation: prenatal diagnosis and postnatal follow-up.
We report sibs (a brother and a sister) who presented prenatally with ultrasound findings of meconium peritonitis and postnatally were found to have perforation of the terminal ileum. The sister presented with fetal ultrasound findings of severe ascites and peritoneal calcifications. She had no prenatal intervention and was born at 38 weeks' gestation. Laparatomy revealed perforation of the terminal ileum with meconium peritonitis. Her post-surgical course was uncomplicated and at 30 months of age her growth and development are normal. Her brother presented prenatally with signs of meconium peritonitis including severe ascites and peritoneal calcifications. Prenatal aspiration of the ascitic fluid was performed and unlike his sister he was born prematurely, was operated on at 8 days, and developed bronchopulmonary dysplasia. He is currently 1 year old and has normal growth and development. The aetiology of the ileal perforation is not known. There were no findings suggesting connective tissue disorder and the aetiology of the intestinal perforation is not known. The occurrence of the same rare abnormality in sibs of different sexes points towards an autosomal recessive disorder.